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Richmond V i e w  is locnred near tire c~nflucncc of ~ingsland C r ~ c k  i r i t I h  thc 
James River just: socr th o f  Richmond i n  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County. ' Ibc hvusc  is a 
story-and-e-half Era~red structure, LI1  by 31 fcct, w i t h  a one-stnry Ermc 
ell atrctching 5 5  feet to t h e  rclrr (north). The earliesl: po r t i on  of t h p  
house i s  s c l t  on English-bond brick picrs which  have been infilL~d to crea te  
a contit~uous underpinning. fie T T ~ D J  c b u i l d i n g  r s  now covercd w i t h  ashrs tos 

I siding, b u t  earlier beaded wca t t~e rboa rds  survrvc under i t . - 

The original ~ F ~ I I C ~ U T P .  is threc hays in length. The f r o n t  and r ea r  walls 
have large nine-over-nine sash w i t h  extrmely wide muntins, and the east 
enrl wall has six-over-s ix sash d:t t ing f ram t h e  rnrly r ~ i n ~ t e c n l h  century. 
Thcrc is a door  in the center a £  the  w e s t  gable end, b u t  ev idencr  indica:es 
that it a l so  had t ~ ~ r l  windows at one t i m c .  The roof,  the l a t c r  porch,  and 
the  fivc pedimcntcd dormers ( threc on rhe fronc and two on thc r e n r j  arc a1 
covered w i t h  sheet: m e t ~ 1 ,  and the wholc i s  c r o w n ~ d  hy e c e n t r a l  b r i c k  chim- 
ncy which is set: just  behind the ridge, 

The house plat! is one  rarely seen i n  V i r g i r r i a ,  Onc e n t e r s  th rough  a vesti- 
bule located i n  f r o n t  n f  t h e  c e n t r a l  chirilneqr, w i t 1 1  2 single r r m m  to ~ i t h c r  
~ i d c .  A l n t c r  ccntrnl lean-sa on t h e  rear co!~nects ~ i t h  thr! e l l ,  contni11i.n 
tuo colnsecut ive rocma wi t h ,d .  -hLrrtney be tween. - B:- 

3 ' 

In thc  west  (left) room of the f ron t  portion .is a very p2aii> ~ r ~ r l ~ - n i n e -  I 
teenth-century mantel w h i c h  is coln~icrstx! bf a w i d e  a r c h i t r a v e  ssu rrililnd crown- 
e d  by a m a n t e l  shelf. A chair rail is car r ied  around tlrc room. The east 1 
room has the same sort of mantel and chair  Lair, and thrre is a clascd stair 
in rhe northwest ( ins ide  rear> corner. Tt fomcrly rost: and mrned n ine ty  
rgrecs to ascent1 Crmn t.l~is room, b u t  was straightcncd when the lean-to was 

added, and is now entered  fron t h a t  rwy. Undct t h e  s ta i r  is a closet with 
u .  small four-panel,  raised-panel door; another  s m a l l  door zd j a c e o t  to it in 
the chimney wall opens into t - h ~  S ~ R C F !  behind the chimncy. 

. In the w e s t  chmbcr of the half-s tury is a plain Greek mante l  and a fine 
beaded, v&tical-bonrci c l e s e ~  door. There a r e  many o t h e r  surviving dctoils 
including d o o r s ,  l a t c h e s  and hinges, throughout rile o r ig ina l  portion of t he  
house .  

:ionetimr! aftcf thc eirst structure was built, a smal l ,  p l e i n  Ican- to  room 
w a s  added, In it are p r c s c r v ~ d  t h e  bcadr'd weallherboards o1 t h e  former ouL- 
s ide  rear w a l l  of the hu i . ld in8 .  Around the m i d d l e  of the nlrisLccnth centur 
t h e  one-story e l l  w a s  &ded behind t h i s .  I n  t h p  s c u ~ h e r n  ci i t s  t w o  rooms 
ic a Creck Revival m a n t e l .  In ~ t t c  nor the rn  frcar) room, trhe e l l  ' s  brick 
riogging can bc o b s c r ~ r ~ d ,  

O n e  early outbu i ld i r rg  survivco--a Iarl;r, square f rmctl  z t r u c t ' t ~ r ~  wi ti1 a 
pyramidal 1-oaf. TI: ni:iy hr! a sn~oIcchouse, but thc L n t ~ r j r r r  is i n n c c e ~ . ~ i b l e  
to e x m i n d t i o n .  
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Kiclmoad V i m  was p n r  t a C Ki-ngsland, an early-s ~ventccnLh-c  e n i u r y  grant  to 
Chri -s topher  B ~ f i n c h c ,  Connected w i t h  t h e  Tnzewt.11 f ly i n  the. n i n e t e e n t h  
cen tu ry ,  it is significant p r i m a r i l y  For i L s  P X L ~ C I I ~ E ~ Y  rarc center-chimney 
house,  a t ype  n o t  o r d i n a r i l y  found i n  V i r g i n i a  a t  so l a t e  a d a ~ e ,  

C h r i s t o p h e r  Eranche's gran: 01 1 6 3 5  consisted 01 250 ac r e s .  Thc p r u p e r t y  
de scended  in t h e  family, and beg inn ing  i n  the 1760s, Branch Tanncr, a g r a n d  
s u n  of fliornas Tanner and E l i z ~ ~ h e t h  uranch,  began adding t q  t h e  l i rnlding,  
t . v c r ~ i u : i f l y  a c c r ~ m u l a t i n g  an e s t a t e  of  1979  acres.  Tanncr diet1 in 1 7 9 4 ,  b u t  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  remained in h i s  e s t n t c  u n t i l  1805, w h ~ n  it w a s  1 i s t c . d  in t h e  
t n x  r e c o r d s  as be ing  ownqd by D r .  I . l i l i i , m  T a z e w e l l  " in  t h e  r i g h t  of  h i s  
r ~ i f c " ,  Tanner's d a u g h t e m r y .  -ft was e a r l y  in t h e i r  tcnurc that: 

Z 
t h c  distinctive house w a s  b u i l t .  

In 1823 t h c  p r o p e r  ~y w a s  v a lued  a t  $29,000 f o r  I and, p l . ~ l s  $800 worth of 
improvements. Parcels  of l a n d  were gradually s o l d ,  and by 1851, when 
Tazcwell' s tb idow sold t he  property,  then  ca l led  Riclmund V i e w ,  to R i c h a r d  A .  
W i l l i s ,  t h e  h o l d i n g  had hccn reduced to 817 ac re s .  

The house su rv ivc s  as one  of che f e w  known c e n t c r - c l ~ i m n ~ y  dwelling houses 
of i t s  p e r i o d  in t hc  s t a t e .  Al t t~ough  such ti oust,^ arc somor imes  a ~ t r r i b u t e d  
t o  "Huguenot" c u l t u r a l  influences, it seems tha t ,  in t h i s  c a s e  at: l eas t ,  t h e  
house represents a su rv iva l  of an e a r l i e r  E n g l i s h  p ro to type .  A s  such, i . t  
i s  r e l a t e d  to the  center-chimney, s i n g l e - p i l e  Ncw England house,  t hough  it 
is impor tan t  to no te  t h a t  Richmond Vie1.1 is not  i n  t h e  p u r c  Ncw England .foml. 
Certain f ea tu res ,  particularly t h e  placement of rhe s t a i r  in one o f  t he  two 
r v o n s  rsthcr than  i n  the  enrrancc v ~ s t i h i ~ l e ,  set :  j.1: a p a r t  from n n r t h r r l ?  
cx;miples, a s  do t:hn gene ra l  proportions of thr! hnnse.  What seems m u s t  
l i k e l y  is Lllat tlie b u i l d i n g  i s  a vestigial example of a type of center-chim 
ncy dwclling which archaeological cviilc.ncc s u g g e s t s  marly have been 
i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  seventeenth c e n t u r y  i.n V i r g i n i a ,  one which was 

!4 

de r ived  from thc same. southeas t e r n  Enf:lish sources as ~ t ~ e  New England house 
S ince  building types  t e n d  tu pass  down t h e  s v c i a l  2nd f u n c t i u n : ~ l  s ca le ,  t h i  
t-:arl.i.e.r building t y p e  [nay have been  he i n s p i r a L i o n  Tor t h c  iuaay center- 
chimney a u x i l i a r y  b u i l c I i n g s - - l i i ~ c l ~ ~ n s ,  l aundr i -es ,  slnvt. q u t l r  ters  , and so 
fo r th - -which  r e r e  f o r ~ n d  in c i gh t ee r l~h -  and n ine  t c c n ~ I i - r : e l ~ t u r y  V i r g i n i a .  
What i s  r a r ~  aboul: Richmuncl View, tIlc.11, i s  thc  u s e ' u C  tile p1a11 t.lbpe, in a 
vcrs ion  p r o b a b l y  c lose  1-0  it-s origin~l, f o r  the p r i n c ~ p a l  dwc l l i ny ,  
pLar-ltation. It is ~ I s o  wortl-r n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  plnr l  o f  the e l l  is s L n i - l a r  to 
L h a t  of t h e  f ronl: port j.on, be ing .  ~ l i r ~ ~ . - l ~ a y : ; i  l ong  w i t h  a n  c x t c r i o r  dour  l e a d  
i.n: inro thp r,pncc h c s i d c  1 . 1 1 ~  r:entt-,:- c l ~ i n i r ~ r y .  
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1 Barley, M. W. TIIF E n g l i s h ,  1961. -- 
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Nugtnt, Ncll B. CavaZicrs and pioneers. 1363. 
Tazewell, Lit t leton Is'. , Sketches oE lIiv Or-m I:qrn%, Virgin3a S t a t e  Library. 
Virginia Historic Landiiarks Commission i i l c s .  
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As the dP4i~nnled Slat* 7-ialtjan Officer for the Wa- 

tlr-nal Historic Prearrvarton Act of 1966 [Public Law 

89465). 1 hcrcby nommotc this gropcrty tor inclusion 

in the Nnliorta! H c ~ i f f t c r  and certify that it has been I 
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